

2005 Rookie Rankings: Non-Keeper
Aside from the big name first-rounders, most rookies get lost in the draft. However, if you can identify which ones will be in a position to contribute to your team, you will improve your depth and chances at a championship. This should help you out in deciding which rookies are worth drafting.
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#1. Ronnie Brown – RB – Miami Dolphins – He was the top running back taken for a reason and is put into a solid offense. His presence should help out the passing game which should, in turn, keep defenses from stacking up against the run. Miami will ask him to carry the offensive load much like Ricky Williams, and Brown can do just that.
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#2. Carnell Williams – RB – Tampa Bay Buccaneers – Tampa has been searching for one running back to carry the load and they have found one in Williams. Carnell started over his teammate Ronnie Brown at Auburn and should prove to be a force behind their revitalized passing game.
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#3. Mike Williams – WR – Detroit Lions – While Detroit’s three wide receiver set poses some concerns, you can’t argue with his talent and ability to be a red zone threat.
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#4. Troy Williamson – WR – Minnesota Vikings – Williamson is in a great offense and should benefit from the simple fact that his QB is Daunte Culpepper. He is a burner and should be a big play receiver but he will have to learn the offense and route running before he can be considered the top wide receiver.
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#5. Cedric Benson – RB – Chicago Bears – Benson will have to compete with Thomas Jones for touches. Even if Benson starts, Thomas Jones will be utilized as a guy who can bounce it to the outside. Keep a close eye on this situation, Benson could really help your team or could end up being a bust.
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#6. Braylon Edwards – WR – Cleveland Browns – If guys like Quincy Morgan, Dennis Northcutt, and Andre Davis can produce solid numbers in this offense, Braylon Edwards should be able to put up numbers as a starting wide receiver for your team. Dilfer is a veteran who should be able to get the ball into Edwards’ hands.
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#7. J.J. Arrington – RB – Arizona Cardinals – Arrington is the favorite to be the starter over Marcel Shipp. You have to think that if Emmitt Smith can rush for 937 yards, Arrington should be able to top that with Kurt Warner enhancing the passing game.
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#8. Reggie Brown – WR – Philadelphia Eagles – Reggie Brown steps right onto a Super Bowl contending team with one of the best quarterbacks in the game. Freddie Mitchell is gone and Todd Pinkston has never cemented his position as a starter on the team.
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#9. Mark Clayton – WR – Baltimore Ravens – Clayton is viewed as the most polished wide receiver to come out of the draft. Too bad he was drafted by the Ravens. However, Kyle Boller is slowly improving and they now have Derrick Mason to play opposite Clayton.
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#10. Alex Smith – QB – San Francisco 49ers – Rookie quarterbacks can be tough to predict. While Smith is not officially the starter, he should be taking the first snap of the season. Don’t expect huge numbers from him but if he can minimize the interceptions he will prove to be good depth for your team.
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#11. Roddy White – WR – Atlanta Falcons – Not a great situation for White but Jim Mora is trying to continue Vick’s progression as a passing QB. White will have to compete for a starting position but the competition is not too stiff.
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#12. Matt Jones – WR – Jacksonville Jaguars – I view Matt Jones as a hit or miss pick. He is an athletic freak but so far has shown some injury problems. Jacksonville has expressed their interest to throw the deep ball more often and Jones is their best receiver for that. If he qualifies as a tight end in your league he could be a valuable player to your team.
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#13. Alex Smith – TE – Tampa Bay Buccaneers – The tight end position increased its production when Brian Griese took over the reigns. Alex Smith should prove to be a tough match up for the linebackers.
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#14. Heath Miller – TE – Pittsburgh Steelers – He will become the big guy of the receivers and fill the void left by Burress. He should become the go-to guy in the redzone.

[image: image16.jpg]


#15. Frank Gore – RB – San Francisco 49ers – If Kevan Barlow doesn’t improve on his performance last season, Gore could find himself starting a few games.

#16. Mike Nugent – K – New York Jets – Kickers get you fantasy points and he should see plenty of attempts.

#17. Jason Campbell – QB – Washington Redskins – Campbell is only a few Patrick Ramsey mistakes away from being the starter. Washington traded up with Denver specifically to draft him because they saw something in him. It is only a matter of time before they let him take over the team.

#18. Ciatrick Fason – RB – Minnesota Vikings – With Onterrio Smith suspended for the season, Fason becomes a viable option in deep leagues. Bennett’s health is always a question and Tice always seems to have a hard time committing to one guy.

#19. Courtney Roby – WR – Tennessee Titans – He should be able to roam the field freely as Bennett, Calico, Kinney, and Troupe will be the main focuses of defenses.

#20. Mark Bradley – WR – Chicago Bears – The starting job opposite of Muhammed is wide open and if the job goes to Bradley he should see some single coverage.

#21. Adrian McPherson – QB – New Orleans Saints – The Aaron Brooks era may finally be in serious doubt. If this team can not break their string of mediocrity McPherson could see himself in the lineup very quick.

#22. Maurice Clarett – RB – Denver Broncos – In deep leagues, Clarett is a guy you might want to take a chance on. He is low on the depth chart right now but Denver has been shuffling through their running backs a lot since they lost Portis. Whoever gets hot first will get the job.

#23. Brandon Jones – WR – Tennessee Titans – Jones will battle with Roby as the third wide receiver on the depth chart. Flip-Flop the two Titans’ rookies based on their training camp performances, if needed.

#24. Kevin Everett – TE – Buffalo Bills – Keep an eye on the ACL. If he is doing fine, knock him up this list a bit as Everett could be a great late round steal, especially if Mark Campbell isn’t fully recovered from his off-season surgery.

#25. Vincent Jackson – WR – San Diego Chargers – With Caldwell still coming back from injury, Jackson has a chance to compete for the starting job opposite McCardell. But with McCardell’s recent injury problems Jackson has a good shot at plenty of playing time.

#26. Charlie Frye – QB – Cleveland Browns – The Browns traded away Luke McCown so Frye becomes the backup to Dilfer. At Dilfer’s age, injury is always a concern and Frye might see some time on the field this season.

#27. Kyle Orton – QB – Chicago Bears – Unless Grossman can stay healthy and get a grip on the starting QB job, the quarterback situation will be a mess. If Grossman goes down again, Orton should make his way into the lineup somewhere along the way in the ongoing Bears QB carousel.

#28. Terrence Murphy – WR – Green Bay Packers – Murphy will compete with Ferguson for the third spot in the depth chart but even if he doesn’t get it, what better quarterback to get some passes his way. He should be valuable in leagues who award return yards, as well.

#29. Eric Shelton – RB – Carolina Panthers – Shelton was drafted because Carolina was not comfortable with their RB situation. Shelton is currently buried in the depth chart, but so was Nick Goings at this time last year.

#30. Ryan Moats – RB – Philadelphia Eagles – Philadelphia likes to get different running backs a share of the carries. With Dorsey Levens gone, the Eagles will be looking for a new short yardage back.
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