

2005 Fantasy Football WR Rankings
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#1. Randy Moss - Oakland Raiders - Height: 6-4 - Born 02/13/1977 - Was traded by the Vikings to the Raiders this past off season. Was limited to 13 games last year and played hurt in many of them. Still scored 13 TDs and caught 49 passes for 767 yards. Even on a different team with a different QB Moss is the most explosive player in the NFL and that makes him the top WR in the Fantasy Outlaws 2005 rankings. 2005 Projections - 90 catches for 1400 yards and 17 TDs.
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#2. Terrell Owens - Philadelphia Eagles - Height: 6-3 - Born 12/07/1973 - Acquired in a trade last year Owens gave the Eagles the top target they needed and added a swagger the team didn't have before. Caught 77 passes for 1200 yards and 14 TDs in 14 games. TO is currently holding out for a new contract so make sure that issue is settled by your league's draft day or bump him down a few spots. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1300 yards and 16 TDs.
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#3. Chad Johnson - Cincinnati Bengals - Height: 6-1 - Born 01/09/1978 - Chad Johnson has made the step up to the elite level of WRs. As Carson Palmer grew last year Johnson became more productive. He caught 95 passes for 1274 yards and 9 TDs. His numbers should only go up as Palmer's understanding of the offense matures. 2005 Projections - 95 catches for 1400 yards and 12 TDs.
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#4. Torry Holt - St. Louis Rams - Height: 6-0 - Born 06/05/1976 - When you are the number one option in a pass heavy offense you are going to be valuable in fantasy football. When you are flat out good on top of that you are very valuable. That describes Torry Holt. Torry caught 94 passes for 1372 yards and 10 TDs last season. Holt has grown into one of the best WRs in the NFL and being on the Rams cements him in the top 5 for fantasy football WRs. 2005 Projections - 95 catches for 1450 yards and 10 TDs.
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#5. Marvin Harrison - Indianapolis Colts - Height: 6-0 - Born 08/25/1972 - Harrison is at the age that alot of players start to slow down but he still ranks among the best WRs in the NFL. Marvin caught 86 passes for 1113 yards and 15 TDs in 2004. Harrison and Manning have such amazing chemistry that it is hard to bet against them having another stellar year together. 2005 Projections - 95 catches for 1200 yards and 14 TDs.
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#6. Javon Walker - Green Bay Packers - Height: 6-3 - Born 10/14/1978 - Javon has improved every season in the NFL and last year he blossomed into one of the top WRs in the NFL. He has the size and speed to cause problems for any defense and he has a HOF QB throwing him the football for at least another season. Walker is currently holding out so keep a eye on that situation. Walker caught 89 passes for 1382 yards and 12 TDs last year. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1300 yards and 12 TDs.
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#7. Roy Williams - Detroit Lions - Height: 6-2 - Born 12/20/1981 - Roy was a rookie last season and became the Lions top option after Charles Rogers went down in week 1. Charles will be back this year and Mike Williams joins the mix giving the Lions 3 explosive WRs. That should mean 1 on 1 coverage alot of the time for Roy and that could mean really big numbers. Roy caught 54 passes for 817 yards and 8 TDs last year in 14 games. He played through a ankle injury most of the year and still had a solid rookie season. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1350 yards and 10 TDs.
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#8. Andre Johnson - Houston Texans - Height: 6-3 - Born 07/11/1981 - Andre went from a solid rookie season to a nice second season. Alot of WRs explode in their third season and Andre looks primed for a big year. Johnson and Carr have a nice chemistry together and with Andre's size and speed he is a match up problem for any DB. Andre caught 79 passes for 1142 yards and 6 TDs last year. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1350 yards and 10 TDs.
[image: image10.jpg]


#9. Michael Clayton - Tampa Bay Buccaneers - Height: 6-3 - Born 10/13/1982 - Clayton had the best season of all the rookie WRs last season. He has the physical tools to pose match up problems for DBs and is in a offense that will get him the ball. Clayton should improve on last season's numbers of 80 catches for 1193 yards and 7 TDs. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1300 yards and 10 TDs.
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#10. Plaxico Burress - New York Giants - Height: 6-5 - Born 08/12/1977 - Before you laugh hear us out. He has a new QB to work with and that QB happens to be in just his second NFL season. Plax has always had Hines Ward on the field with him and while Amani Toomer is a solid WR, he isn't Hines Ward. Plax will be the top focus for the other team's DBs for the first time in his career. What he does have going for him is a solid RB and a good pass catching TE to loosen up some defenses. He has a 6 foot 5 frame going for him and he has a young QB needing a go to guy going for him. Plax is a boom or bust pick but once the top 9 guys are off the board, why not roll the dice? 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1300 yards and 10 TDs.
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#11. Reggie Wayne - Indianapolis Colts - Height: 6-0 - Born 11/17/1978 - Being the #2 WR shouldn't be this much fun, should it? Wayne's stats improved across the board last year and they have every year he has been in the league. Caught 77 passes for 1210 yards and 12 TDs last season. When Peyton Manning is your QB you are going to see some passes and as Harrison slows down Wayne's role will grow even more. 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1250 yards and 10 TDs.
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#12. Joe Horn - New Orleans Saints - Height: 6-1 - Born 01/16/1972 - Joe is another WR that should be to old to put up the numbers he does, yet every year he has been with the Saints he has put up solid numbers, not a easy thing to do on a team as streaky as the Saints! If you take the worst numbers Horn has put up in New Orleans it still comes out to 78 catches for 973 yards and 7 TDs. Those are career year numbers for alot of WRs. Horn is a top 10 WR year in and year out and even on the Saints he produces. Horn caught 94 passes for 1399 yards and 11 TDs. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1200 yards and 10 TDs.
[image: image14.jpg]


#13. Nate Burleson - Minnesota Vikings - Height: 6-0 - Born 08/19/1981 - Heading into his 3rd year (usually a big year for WRs) Nate steps out of Randy Moss's shadow and gets a shot at being the #1 WR. Many people are pointing at Troy Williamson and saying he will fill the hole Randy's trade caused but come on, how can a rookie be expected to fill Randy's shoes? Nate had a solid season last year catching 68 passes for 1006 yards and 9 TDs. We expect those numbers to jump up some but don't expect him to be Randy Moss, the Vikings will spread the ball around more then they used to and the WRs will all see more passes thrown their way. 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1150 yards and 10 TDs.
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#14. Hines Ward - Pittsburgh Steelers - Height: 6-0 - Born 03/08/1976 - Ward will no longer have Plaxico Burress to share the ball with so even on a team that likes to pound the ball he should put up some nice numbers. Even with Plax in town Hines had 3 seasons with over 90 catches. Big Ben should be more comfortable in the offense this year and Ward should see his numbers go up some. Hines had 80 catches for 1004 yards and 4 TDs last season. 2005 Projections - 90 catches for 1250 yards and 8 TDs.
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#15. Ashley Lelie - Denver Broncos - Height: 6-3 - Born 02/16/1980 - Lelie started living up to his potential last season and should remain a top option for QB Jake Plummer. WR Rod Smith is still around but is getting up in age meaning Lelie should improve on last year's numbers of 54 catches, 1084 yards, and 7 TDs. 2005 Projections - 65 catches for 1100 yards and 9 TDs.
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#16. Darrell Jackson - Seattle Seahawks - Height: 6-0 - Born 12/06/1978 - If he didn't drop so many passes he would be a top 10 WR easy. That being said he still puts up solid numbers. He caught 87 passes for 1199 yards and 7 TDs last season and unless Shaun Alexander gets traded the offense will have the same weapons again this season. We don't see Jackson doing alot more then he did last year but we don't see a big drop off either. 2005 Projections - 85 catches for 1200 yards and 7 TDs.
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#17. Mike Williams - Detroit Lions - Height: 6-5 - Born 01/04/1984 - Mike Williams is our top rated rookie WR for a few reasons. First reason being his physical tools, he is a match up problem for ANY NFL DB. Second reason ties into the first; he will be a huge red zone weapon for the Lions due to his size. Third reason is Roy Williams, Kevin Jones, and Charles Rogers. Will the rookie get double covered with those weapons on the field with him? Many rookie WRs fail to produce big numbers but TD potential alone makes Mike Williams as safe a rookie WR pick as any. 2005 Projections - 65 catches for 800 yards and 12 tds.
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#18. Larry Fitzgerald - Arizona Cardinals - Height: 6-3 - Born 08/31/1983 - Larry had a solid rookie season and the addition of QB Kurt Warner gives us hope for a better year 2 from Fitzgerald. His Head Coach Denny Green loves him. He is in a WR friendly offense. If he wasn't a Cardinal he would be ranked alot higher! Larry caught 58 passes for 780 yards and 8 TDs last season. We expect a jump up across the board this year. 2005 Projections - 75 catches 1000 yards and 9 TDs.
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#19. Jerry Porter - Oakland Raiders - Height: 6-2 - Born 07/14/1978 - Resigned with the Raiders and will be the team's second option in the passing game. Having Randy around should help Porter finally break the 1000 yard mark but it will also likely take a few TDs away from him. Porter caught 64 passes for 998 yards and 9 TDs last season. 2005 Projections - 70 catches for 1100 yards and 8 TDs.
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#20. Drew Bennett - Tennessee Titans - Height: 6-5 - Born 08/26/1978 - Drew will probably get drafted earlier then we feel he should. His hands aren't the best but that isn't even the problem we really have with him. His team is a complete and total mess. They have had mass turnover on the roster and who knows if McNair can ever be the QB he was with this new batch of players around him? Drew caught 80 passes for 1247 yards and 11 TDs last season. Bennett could prove us wrong in a big way but I am looking for a dip in production this season. 2005 Projections - 70 catches for 1100 yards and 7 TDs.
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#21. Anquan Boldin - Arizona Cardinals - Height: 6-1 - Born 10/03/1980 - I know what you are thinking, "Two Cardinals in the top 25? This guy is crazy!". You might be right but Denny Green has had time to get his offense in place and Kurt Warner has to be a step up over McClown. Boldin missed almost half the season last year but should be back to full speed this season. With Fitzgerald on one side of the field Boldin should find it easier to get open. Don't forget that this guy caught 101 passes as a rookie. I wouldn't bank on him reaching that level again this year but he will have a solid season for the improving Cardinals. 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1050 yards and 6 TDs.
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#22. Derrick Mason - Baltimore Ravens - Height: 5-10 - Born 01/17/1974 - Derrick got off the sinking ship known as the Tennessee Titans and joined a Super Bowl contender. Derrick probably won't put up the numbers he did in Tennessee but he won't have to. Baltimore wins with a great running game and even better defense. Mason will give QB Kyle Boller another solid option and will help take some pressure off RB Jamal Lewis. Mason won't be the fantasy factor he used to be, he will just fill his role on a much better team. 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1000 yards and 6 TDs.
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#23. Isaac Bruce - St. Louis Rams - Height: 6-0 - Born 11/10/1972 - Times are changing in St. Louis. Steven Jackson is the new starting RB, Torry Holt is the top WR, but one thing that will never change as long as Martz is the Head Coach is that the Rams are going to throw the ball, alot. Bruce is still a rock solid #2 WR for your fantasy team. He doesn't put up the numbers Holt does but he still gets plenty of action. Bruce caught 89 passes for 1292 yards and 6 TDs last season. I wouldn't expect those numbers again but he will still be solid. 2005 Projections - 75 catches for 1100 yards and 5 TDs.
[image: image25.jpg]


#24. Eric Moulds - Buffalo Bills - Height: 6-2 - Born 07/17/1973 - It is hard to determine where to rank Moulds. On one hand he is a top WR in the NFL. On the other hand he will be catching passes from a unproven QB on a team that wants to run the ball. Moulds has been up and down his whole career but I would expect about the same numbers as last year for him (88 catches for 1043 yards and 5 TDs). 2005 Projections - 80 catches for 1050 yards and 5 TDs.
[image: image26.jpg]


#25. Lee Evans - Buffalo Bills - Height: 5-10 - 03/11/1981 - Evans could end up with better numbers then Moulds but I have a hard time ranking him ahead of Moulds until he actually does it. Evans gave the Bills a deep threat last year and his catches and yards should increase this season. Lee caught 48 passes for 843 yards and 9 TDs last season. 2005 Projections - 55 catches for 950 yards and 6 TDs.
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#26. Troy Williamson - Minnesota Vikings - Height: 6-1 - Born 04/30/1983 - The second best rookie WR in fantasy football according to us. He has the size and speed to be a big time deep threat and should have a solid rookie season. Don't think this kid is the next Randy Moss. In a few years he could be a top WR in the NFL but this year he will be busy learning the playbook and how to beat NFL defenses. 2005 Projections - 55 catches for 850 yards and 6 TDs.
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#27. Jimmy Smith - Jacksonville Jaguars - Height: 6-1 - Born 02/09/1969 - The ageless Jimmy Smith will be 36 years old this season. It is hard not to rank him higher but sooner or later this guy is going to slow down. It might not be this year but we are betting that it will be. Look for his numbers to dip from the 74 catches for 1172 yards and 6 TDs he had last year. 2005 Projections - 70 catches for 1000 yards and 4 TDs.
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#28. Keyshawn Johnson - Dallas Cowboys - Height: 6-4 - Born 07/22/1972 - Johnson is still a very effective possession receiver. He has never been a speed burner but he knows how to use his body to make catches and keep the chains moving. Keyshawn caught 70 passes for 981 yards and 6 TDs and we expect about the same this year. 2005 Projections - 70 catches for 900 yards and 4 TDs.
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#29. Deion Branch - New England Patriots - Height: 5-9 - Born 07/18/1979 - Can Branch stay healthy for a entire season? That is the biggest question. He could end up with well over 1000 yards and 6-8 TDs if he stays healthy but until he makes it through a full season it is hard to expect that from him. 2005 Projections - 60 catches for 800 yards and 5 TDs.
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#30. Steve Smith - Carolina Panthers - Height: 5-9 - 05/12/1979 - If Smith is back and 100% he would be ranked higher then this. The problem is we won't know how he is till we see him during an actual game. We will rank him at #30 and if he is looking good during the preseason bump him up some. 2005 Projections - 55 catches for 900 yards and 4 TDs.
#31. Laveranues Coles - NY Jets
#32. Mushin Muhammad - Chicago Bears
#33. Rod Smith - Denver Broncos
#34. Brandon Stokley - Indianapolis Colts
#35. Keary Colbert - Carolina Panthers
#36. Braylon Edwards - Cleveland Browns
#37. Charles Rogers - Detroit Lions
#38. Mark Clayton - Baltimore Ravens
#39. Donald Driver - Green Bay Packers
#40. Chris Chambers - Miami Dolphins
